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Slash Coleman Teaches Good Grief

Students in his Storytelling Bootcamp write and perform monologues drawn from personal experience. “For every ten kids | teach,
four have suffered a tragic loss,” says artist, playwright, and educator Slash, whose PBS monologues The Neon Man and Me grew from his best-friend’s
death. “Storytelling has the power to diffuse negative energy, giving it a channel to escape.” Slash took his Bootcamp curriculum to high schools when
Governor Kaine pronounced April the “Month of the Grieving Child.” “I see inner-city kids who are walking time bombs; they need an outlet. | also see
the power of my work with them.” Grieving or not, Bootcampers, like this St. Catherine’s minimester class, address big-picture issues like love and trust.

Adds Slash, “Most kids wait patiently their entire lives for someone to ask them the important questions.”

What’s the best thing about wearing a skirt? “| get to show off my eccentric taste in socks.”

What do you like about reading skirt!? “| like the music playlist and the 24/7 page.”

Photo by Agata Schoenborn



